Approved For Release 2008/02/19 : CIA-RDP85M00363R001102400014-3

THE WASHINGTON POST

8 March 1983

-

i‘ S, C(}nsidcrs
%@i}mﬂ Partb of
Wzaﬁler Serwee

To ?mvcate Sld

. By Philip .. th:s

Washington Pusx statt erler -

B
“The Reagan admmlstrdtlun is wnudermv
'-xellmg parts of the nation’s weather servue .

.+10 private companies. Sk

~A Cabinet recommendation to tdke the”-
hrst step by selling the nation’s land, ocean, -

_and weather satellites is alteady on Presi-
"dent Reagan’s desk, Jobn V. Byrne, admin-

istrator of the National Oceanic and Atmo- |

bpheric Administration, said yesterday.

-'The Cabinet Council on Commerce and,
[‘mde chaired by Secretary. of Commerce -
_‘vl&lwlm Baldrige, in December recom-.-

’ "f_imended askmg "the Depdrtment' ot “Comic?
merce to oversee-the. transfer of.the civil ¢ 0P+

“satellites to thé U.S.domestic- private séctor::;
LLoas soon as p()aSlble accordmv 1o mmut.es v
‘the Dec. 15 council meeting. ...~ ../

“erational. weather;-[and, and’ Future ocear

At the same tirne, NOAA is revnewmg the g

. operation of the National Weather Service,:
_and other parts of the agency—including

weather monitoring stations all -over the;]
United States, and weather -analysis and .+

“forecasting operations—to decide what,.part -

of the services also can be turned over to -
private companies by sale or contract,

"Though-land-viewing satellites were long -
expected to become commercial enterprises, . information. e
- Rep. James” H, SLheuer (D-N.Y.) has'
.- asked the General Accounting Otfice to
~ study whether such a sale can take place - |

without the consent of Congress. In any’
- case, Byrne has said in writing that no ac:" |
- tion would be taken wnthuut congressional - .|
approval. : . L ~‘. ‘

the move to “privatize” weather satellites

and parts of the national weather service
vould fundamentally change century-old in-

ternational agreements for free sharing of =
weather data among 100 nations _of the -

world.

Proposals to “commercialize™ parts ul the

nation's weather service have. caused con-

cern among other nations as well as weather

scientists in this country. They and the
news media now receive weather data and
satellite photographs without cost and de-

: npend on them for storm warnings and otherf :

The chiéf rationale tor selling the weath”~
er and land-viewing satellites, one former

NOAA official said. is that the United |

See WEATHER, A6, Col. 1
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Hens in the commercxal e(plmtatxon of sat-

1y

eliites
axploration..:Francé. and Japan both .are’
planzing to latnc¢h commercial satellites to.
rake and sell land pictures. Neither has an-.-
neurced any interest in opetatmg comm- Py
:azrcial weather satellites.: - L
One university scientist gaid sel ing the
weather satellite system-to a. prlvate com-- -
; tould harm the work of profese!onal
it recsaichers: and reduce“the quaht
data gathered if proﬁt becomes.thé pr
. motive. “The whole system could be
permaneatly disabled,” he said. - SN
Another scientist, Robert I‘leagle, a pro-

VICGS

ork with.

fessor of atmosphenc scxences at the Um- "
- versxty of Washmgton, said selling of the
satellites appears to be only one part of the -
for agriculture and mineral and oil * commercnahzatxon .of many parts of NOAA
that “could come down, to dlsmantlmg
' good portlon of the countrys weather se

Since weather momtormg,’-' 1t
-"and forecasting réquire a large, welI-coor- g
* dinated organization, he said, “A lack of a *_
government infrastructure would really be
a serious thing, A commercial outfit. itself . .
would just. -not., have the raw

“A Canadlan ofﬁmal sald his govemment )
" also was “very concerned™ about the satel-
lites being sold: to private companies. Not3
~"ing that the U. S government already sells

non- weather sabelhte data éia- “Wg ‘
~ bave a satelhte lookmg dow t‘ our coun-t i
" try. and we dbn’t call lt a § ‘y;satelhte Be-

& mucl by some company, then we mlgh!:f
: begm to wondeér about this. 3
‘“Meteorological data has.’ tradxtlonallyi
.been free,” he added: “Everythmg that, a’
country gathers is thrown. into the pot to
make the worll;iI weathier systenr work.” 3
Because of its large land. masses, Canada
....Spends. hveh times asimuch;as,
~States- perycaplta on Weather..momtormg,,
- with much of the Canadian. data’ ‘Becoming:
part of the daily weather forecast for partv
“ of the United States. " 3, E S 5
Scheuer satd that Congress would have

WAl nr '/5"

;(m

to take “a long and caretul look” at any
Reagan administration proposal.

“The only serious proposal so far [from
the commercial satellite firm Comsat] could
cost the government well over $300 million
per year [in subsidies], and that may be

significantly more than the government

now pays for these. services, or to provide
these data,” Scheuer said.
Of the approximately 12,000 employes at,
NOAA, the jobs of 3,500 will be reviewed
- for “commercializing,” according to NOAA
official William J. Coleman. That figure
does nit count the possible satellite sale,

By one Congressional estimate, 40 percent.
ot the entire agency may be consndered for.

“commercializing.” .
By rne said that the Whlte I'souse has not

made a decision on selling the satellites or .
parts of the ‘weather service. But he said
the proposed changes are all “geared to a
leaner, harder, more efficient operatlon of '
the government. B
‘I don’t think there is any question that '
in the future we are not going to continue
doing business as we have in the past,” he
said. “The changes are more significant
than they have heen in the past. When you
look at the federal deficit, you can see
we've got to do something.” )
He said service agencies have to be con- |
sidered candidates to be turned over to
commercial hands. '
“In some cases someone ought to be able -
to make a profit on some of these thmgs e
Byrne said. s
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